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Year in Review, contd.

Grant funds for habitajt conservation pragjects
from a variety of sourjces this year. These 1inc
a Cooperative Recovery Initiative grant| from
Uu. S. Fish and Wi ldlifeg Service to benefijit who
ing cranes. The $223, 925 will be used tlo rest
and acquiarce et Fe ed20 Wi I|d tract adjacent

t o Ritterbush WP A i n Frankl in County. A
$300, 000 grant from the National Fish and Wil
|l ife Foundation wil/ flftund habitat restornation
Sandhil | s, as described l ater in this report
April, the Nebraska Enwi awar de
grants to several Joi s and
proved $536,615 in gra or hab
tat projects in Rainwa Fun:
included $51,250 to d rastr.i
ture, $75, 000 for wet P60, 37¢
for continued restora j WP A
tershed, and $350, 000 otect
gratory bird habitat on t hr
out the region.

I n June t he Conser vatj group
completed the RWBJV R . : and
Monitoring Plan and submitted it to the manag
ment board for approval This document identif
the key uncertainties|and assumptions that un
l'ie the 2013 | mpl ementlati on Plan and binfgd con:
vation plans, and it outlines research needs
Sshould address these uncertainties.

We announced in September that, after a natio
wi de search, the RWBJV6s Habitat Specialist p
sition had been filled by EIl e Nugent, who for
previous three years had worked with the part
shipbébs GI'S office. I n [lher new rol e, El e | wil!l C
nate with public |l and managers and private | a
bi ologists to help implement vegetati on manag
me nt She will al so communicate with | andowner
and agriculture produfcers about the paritner sh
conservation programs|and opportunities.

As we | ook to the new| year, we plan to (find a
tional ways to help our partners share |infor m;
about our conservation programs with a wider
di ence. And wedl | continue to communicate th
many benefits of-bacsoeodplead@mn-i ve, science
servation.




